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CLUB HONOURS

Ardal Southern Play Off Winners
2022/2023

Ardal South West League Runners-up
2022/2023

South Wales Alliance Premier Division
Champions
2021/2022

FAW Amateur Trophy Runners-up
2021/2022

South Wales Alliance First Division
Runners-up
2015-2016

South Wales Amateur League Second
Division Champions

2002-2003
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Contact:
Baglan.Dragons@outlook.com 

Chris Akers
Dean Bridle







It's my pleasure to welcome the players, supporters, managers and
committee members of Pontardawe Town to the Evans Bevans this

afternoon in our last fixture in the JD Cymru South.

Today marks the end of an excellent season where our boys have held
their own against excellent teams and against clubs whose riches we

could only dream of.

Today will be my last game as chairman of Baglan Dragons and I could
not be prouder of how far we've come. We've had some dark days with
relegations but we've rebuilt strongly, with sole exceptional managers
and coaches and have ended the season comfortably safe in the second

tier.

I'm grateful to Carl, to the managers, the players, committee members
and our supporters for all of the pride and joy they've brought to this

club and while I take a step back, I'll still he involved and will continue to
support our club.

Finally, I would like to congratulate Luke, Aaron and all of the players in
our reserves squad for the excellent achievement of winning the reserves

league this season. They've faced some extremely strong sides this
season and have come through every test.  The squad has a very bright

future

Thank you from the bottom of my heart.
Chris

Chris Akers

Chairman's welcome





SQUAD

MATHEW STANTON
POSITION: GOALKEEPER

AGE: 35

PREVIOUS CLUBS: 
TREFELIN BGC
GOYTRE UTD
TATA STEEL

PORT TALBOT TOWN

KEENAN BAILEY
POSITION : GOALKEEPER 

AGE :  22

PREVIOUS CLUBS:
TREFELIN BGC

PORT TALBOT TOWN 

JACK FLEMING
POSITION: LB/LM

AGE: 23

PREVIOUS CLUBS:
AFAN LIDO

PORT TALBOT TOWN 

JOSH EVANS
POSITION: RB

AGE: 27

PREVIOUS CLUBS:
AFAN LIDO 

PORT TALBOT TOWN 

DANIEL WILLIAMS
POSITION: CB

AGE: 29

PREVIOUS CLUBS:
BRITON FERRY

GIANTS GRAVE

RYAN MORGAN
POSITION: RB

AGE: 29

PREVIOUS CLUBS:
PORT TALBOT TOWN 

TREFELIN BGC
GOYTRE UTD

LEWIS HOLMES
POSITION: CB

AGE: 27

PREVIOUS CLUBS:
NEWPORT COUNTY

CARDIFF MET
AFAN LIDO

TREFELIN BGC

LEON CROUCHER
POSITION: CB

AGE: 25

PREVIOUS CLUBS:
PONTARDAWE TOWN

GARDEN VILLAGE
CWMAMMAN UNITED 

KIERAN MILLER
POSITION: CB/CM

AGE: 28

PREVIOUS CLUBS:TATA STEEL
PORT TALBOT TOWN 

LLANGYNYWYDD RANGERS

KIERAN PARSONS
POSITION: CB/RB/CM

AGE: 25

PREVIOUS CLUBS:
BAGLAN JUNIORS

AFAN LIDO

JACK MORGAN
POSITION: CB

AGE: 18

PREVIOUS CLUBS: 
BAGLAN JUNIORS

TOM RANDALL
POSITION : CM

AGE: 33

PREVIOUS CLUBS:
CODICOTE FC



SQUAD

JONNY DAVIES
POSITION: CM

AGE: 23

PREVIOUS CLUBS:
AFAN LIDO
PENYBONT

CAERAU
TREFELIN BGC

OWEN WILLIAMS 
POSITION: CM

AGE: 29

PREVIOUS CLUBS:
AFAN LIDO

PORT TALBOT TOWN
GOYTRE UTD
TREFELIN BGC
TATA STEEL 

DYLAN THOMAS
POSITION: CM

AGE: 26

PREVIOUS CLUBS:
SWANSEA CITY

ABERDEEN
PORT TALBOT TOWN 

TREFELIN BGC

JOSH WILLIAMS
POSITION : ST

AGE: 21

PREVIOUS CLUBS: 
RHOS

AFAN LIDO

LUKE EVANS
POSITION: CM

AGE: 23

PREVIOUS CLUBS:
BAGLAN JUNIORS

AFAN LIDO

TOM DAVIES
POSITION: LM/ST

AGE: 24

PREVIOUS CLUBS:
LLANGYNYWYDD  RANGERS

PENYBONT
CAERAU

CEFN CRIBWR

JAY THOMAS
POSITION: LM/ST

AGE: 20

PREVIOUS CLUBS:
AFAN LIDO

GOYTRE UNITED

JORDAN EVANS
POSITION: ST

AGE: 30

PREVIOUS CLUBS:
BAGLAN JUNIORS

PAOLO MARENGHI
POSITION: ST

AGE: 30

PREVIOUS CLUBS:
ABERGAVENNY TOWN

LLANTWIT MAJOR 
MONMOUTH TOWN

DINAS POWYS



Management TeamManagement Team
CARL CLEMENT

FIRST TEAM MANAGER
CARL CLEMENT

FIRST TEAM MANAGER
PAUL LEWIS

ASSISTANT MANAGER 
PAUL LEWIS

ASSISTANT MANAGER 

ADRIAN BARNSLEY
GOALKEEPING COACH

ADRIAN BARNSLEY
GOALKEEPING COACH

SEAN CAYFORD
COACH 

SEAN CAYFORD
COACH 

MATTHEW HERMAN
PHYSIOTHERAPIST 

MATTHEW HERMAN
PHYSIOTHERAPIST 







FIXTURES & RESULTSFIXTURES & RESULTS
DATEDATE OPPONENTOPPONENT VENUEVENUE COMPETITIONCOMPETITION RESULTRESULT OUTCOMEOUTCOME

21 JUL
29 JUL
8 AUG
12 AUG
18 AUG
28 AUG
2 SEPT
8 SEPT
16 SEPT
22 SEPT
30 SEPT
6 OCT
14 OCT
21 OCT
28 OCT
4 NOV
17 NOV
25 NOV
2 DEC
8 DEC
15 DEC
26 DEC
3 JAN
6 JAN
12 JAN
20 JAN
27 JAN
3 FEB
10 FEB
17 FEB
24 FEB
2 MAR
9 MAR
16 MAR
29 MAR

1 APR
13 APR
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AFAN LIDO
AMMANFORD
AMMANFORD
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 ALTHOUGH THE PRESENT CLUB WAS FOUNDED IN 1947, FOOTBALL IN PONTARDAWE CERTAINLY STRETCHES BACK OVER 100
YEARS, INTO THE CLOSING YEARS OF THE 19TH CENTURY, WHEN A PONTARDAWE CLUB, RUN BY INDUSTRIALIST CF

GILBERTSON, WAS AMONG THE MEMBERS OF THE EARLIEST SWANSEA LEAGUE, AND WON THE CHAMPIONSHIP IN 1899-1900.
THE CLUB WENT ON TO JOIN THE SWANSEA AND DISTRICT LEAGUE IN THE EARLY 1900S, PLAYING FAMILIAR NAMES LIKE
SWANSEA TOWN, MORRISTON, SKEWEN AND CLYDACH, AS WELL AS LONG FORGOTTEN ONES SUCH AS MOND NICKEL,

YORK PLACE AND SKETTY. BUT HONOURS DON'T SEEM TO HAVE COME THEIR WAY IN THE FIRST HALF OF THE 20TH CENTURY;
THE CLUB NEVER EVEN REACHED THE TOP DIVISION OF THE WELSH LEAGUE AND IT DISBANDED DURING THE SECOND WORLD

WAR.

REFORMED AS PONTARDAWE ATHLETIC IN 1947, THE TOWN CLUB ENTERED THE WELSH LEAGUE, PLAYING IN DIVISION TWO
(WEST). THE FIRST FEW POST WAR YEARS BROUGHT REASONABLE SUCCESS AT THIS LEVEL AND BY 1959/60 THEY WERE

CHALLENGING FOR PROMOTION, FINISHING 3RD BEHIND CARMARTHEN AND CLYDACH, ACHIEVING A DIVISION ONE PLACE A
YEAR LATER DESPITE FINISHING BELOW GELLI COLLIERY. BUT RELEGATION CAME SWIFTLY IN 1961-62, PONTY FINISHING 19TH

OUT 20 AND GOING BACK DOWN WITH MILFORD. BY THE MID 1960S THE CLUB WAS STRUGGLING IN THE MIDDLE SECTION OF
THE RESTRUCTURED WELSH LEAGUE AND BY 1980 THEY DROPPED TO THE LOWEST DIVISION.

A PERIOD OF COMPARATIVE SUCCESS FOLLOWED IN THE EARLY 1980S, WITH SUCCESSIVE PROMOTIONS TAKING THE CLUB
BACK TO THE TOP FLIGHT OF THE WELSH LEAGUE BY 1982. 1981 / 82 WAS PONTY'S BEST EVER SEASON - NOT ONLY DID DIXIE
MCHALE'S TEAM WIN PROMOTION, FINISHING SECOND TO BRECON CORRIES BUT THEY REACHED THE QUARTER FINALS OF
THE WELSH CUP, HOSTING A WREXHAM SIDE CONTAINING DAI DAVIES, JOEY JONES AND DIXIE MCNEIL. (RECORD BOOKS

SHOW THE RESULT AS 5-1 THOUGH THE CLUB'S HISTORY SAYS 4-1).

COMPETING IN THE PREMIER DIVISION FOR ONLY THE SECOND TIME IN THEIR HISTORY IN 1982-83, PONTARDAWE ATHLETIC
MANAGED TO LIFT THE WEST WALES SENIOR CUP AND IN THE LEAGUE THEY HELD THEIR OWN, FINISHING 13TH - BUT LUCK

WASN'T ON THEIR SIDE, THE LEAGUE RESTRUCTURED AND AS ATHLETIC LACKED A GROUND ADEQUATE FOR THE WELSH
LEAGUE'S SELF STYLED "NATIONAL DIVISION" THEY WERE DUMPED BACK INTO THE MIDDLE SECTION, CURIOUSLY KNOWN AS
THE PREMIER DIVISION, FOR 1983/84. PONTY WENT INTO DECLINE AGAIN, SLIPPING BACK TO THE THIRD LEVEL OF THE WELSH

LEAGUE BY THE MID-1980S, QUIETLY REMAINING THERE FOR OVER A DECADE.

THE FIRST WELSH LEAGUE CHAMPIONSHIP - OF THE THIRD DIVISION - FINALLY CAME IN 1996, AFTER 50 YEARS OF
MEMBERSHIP BUT THE CLUB'S PROGRESS UP THE LEAGUE WAS ALMOST HALTED ON GROUND CRITERIA AGAIN, AS COUNCIL
BUREAUCRACY MEANT PONTARDAWE WERE ONE OF THE LAST CLUBS AT THIS LEVEL TO ERECT A COVERED STAND. BUT THE

CLUB WAS NOW ON A DEFINITE UPWARD CURVE, ITS YOUTH SIDE LIFTING THE WELSH YOUTH CUP AND MACWHIRTER LEAGUE
TITLE IN 1997, AND THE SENIOR SIDE GAINING PROMOTION TO THE FIRST DIVISION IN 1998. THIS TIME THE CLUB (NOW

ADOPTING THE NAME OF PONTARDAWE TOWN) LASTED 6 SEASONS AND THEN RETURNED TO THE TOP FLIGHT FOR THE 2005-
06 SEASON AFTER WINNING THE SECOND DIVISION AND LOSING TO GOYTRE IN THE SHAMROCK LEAGUE CUP FINAL. THEIR

RETURN TO THE FIRST DIVISION SAW THEM FINISH THIRD IN THE TABLE AND AGAIN FINISHING RUNNERS UP IN THE SHAMROCK
LEAGUE CUP.

BETWEEN 2005 AND 2015 THE CLUB WAS IN THE TOP FLIGHT AND DURING THIS TIME THE CLUB WON THE RESERVE LEAGUE
(X2), RESERVE CUP (X1), YOUTH LEAGUE (X3), NEATH LEAGUE (3RD DIV) AND AT UNDER 18S THE SWFA LEAGUE (X1), WWYAFL

CUP (X1). THE CLUB ALSO FINISHED RUNNERS UP IN THE 2013/2014 LEAGUE CUP FINAL LOSING ON PENALTIES TO AFC PORTH.
UNFORTUNATELY THE CLUB WAS RELEGATED TO DIVISION TWO AT THE END OF THE 2014/2015 SEASON.

THE CLUB HAS NOW RELOCATED TO PARC YNYSDERW WHICH IS A GROUND NOW DEDICATED TO THE CLUB AND THE
COMMITTEE HAS INVESTED TIME AND MONEY TO BRING THE GROUND TO WELSH LEAGUE STANDARD WHICH IT ACHIEVED IN

AUGUST 2015. MORE WORK AND MONEY IS NEEDED BUT THE CLUB NOW HAS THE FOUNDATION TO FURTHER DEVELOP AND
RETURN TO THE TOP FLIGHT. ANOTHER, AND POSSIBLY MOST IMPORTANT FACTOR, IS THE JUNIOR SECTION WHICH IS ONE OF
THE BEST IN THE COUNTRY RUNNING OVER 20 TEAMS INCLUDING ACADEMY, MINIS, JUNIORS AND GIRLS / LADIES. SUCCESS

AT ALL AGE GROUPS MEANS THAT THE TROPHY CABINETS ARE BURSTING AT THE SEAMS AND LONG MAY THIS CONTINUE.

OUR VISITORS
PONTARDAWE TOWN AFC



Today we welcome Pontardawe Town in the final fixture of our
debut season in the JD Cymru South. Pontardawe need a big win

and for results to go their way to stay in the division so today will be
a very difficult game. 

This afternoon's game marks the final game for Chris as our
chairman and also Sean as our fitness coach. I fully echo Scott's

thoughts and gratitude of Chris so I'll focus on Sean.
Sean has played a huge part in the success at Baglan over the last 4

years he's been at the club.
Sean's dedication within his time at the club has been remarkable,

often coming off night shifts in work straight to training whilst
continuously having great enthusiasm to push the players to keep

improving.
We often talk about standards at the club and Sean has set the

standard with the levels of fitness and intensity which he constantly
demanded in every training session and then on match day.

Sean's stamp on the club has been set in stone and we fully believe
all his hard work and efforts in setting those standards are now fully

embedded in every player.
Unfortunately for Baglan, Sean has decided that with his work and

family commitments, his role is no longer sustainable and sadly,
today will be his last game.

Thank you, Sean.

Carl 
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COACH'S COMMENTSCOACH'S COMMENTS



SECRETARY'S COMMENTSSECRETARY'S COMMENTS

Today marks the end of a season but also an end of an era with Pixie
stepping back as chairman.

Chris has been involved in football at Baglan for decades and was running
Baglan Dragons with the late, great Mark Tayler when I joined the club 10 or

so years ago.

Ever since Mark's passing, Pixie has been the glue that has held the club
together, through low times on the pitch and now through our most

successful period to date. 

Pixie was a very good footballer in the black and white TV days, when he
played for Briton Ferry and was paid the handsome sum of £20 a week in
the 80s. Having played with his son Matthew, it's fair to say pixies ability

has skipped a generation.

As a club, we will forever be grateful of pixie, his effort and the legacy he
leaves as an outgoing chairman. The developments off the field at the

Evans Bevans are largely due to Pixie and his tireless and tenacious
approach.

Thank you Chris for your guidance, support, patience and friendship.

I would also like to take the opportunity to thank Sean for everything he's
done for the club. I strongly believe the late season run last season was

due in no small part to the fitness levels demanded by Sean.
Sean is a role model for all and will be sorely missed.

Scott











LINE UPS

MATHEW STANTON
KIERAN PARSONS
JACK FLEMING 

 DANNY WILLIAMS (C) 
JONNY DAVIES
JAY THOMAS 
LUKE EVANS  

DYLAN THOMAS
TOM DAVIES
JOSH EVANS

RYAN PRITCHARD 
OWEN WILLIAMS 
JORDAN EVANS 
JOSH WILLIAMS
ALEX GARLAND 

CAI BURGUM
SEAN CAYFORD

LEON CROUCHER

NATHANIEL OSBORNE
IWAN MCNAB
IWAN BATCUP

RYAN KOSTROMIN
CONNAH TROY
CRAIG DAVIES

ARTIOM LEGAVEC
STEVE BERRY

ANDZEJS DUBJAGA
MICHAEL MORRIS

BIO BOOTH
CAMERON HARRIS

JOSHUA DORWOOD
THOMAS DAVIES
GARRY TAYLOR

REFEREE
ASSISTANT 1
ASSISTANT 2

TEIFION COOK
MARTIN OLIVER

JOSH ROPER




